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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening devices, 

including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of 

the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship 

service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room 

and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

• Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m. 

For the Generations to Come: The Church in 21st Century America 



The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

April 18 & 19, 2020 
 

Our Redeemer Lives! He lives to give us proof and peace. 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 150 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy.  
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M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

  

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Final Refrain 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 

Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 

of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Acts 10:34a, 36, 39-43 

Peter testifies to and gives eyewitness testimony for the proof of the resurrection. 

 

 Then Peter began to speak: “You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the 

good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  
  “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 

seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen – by us who  

ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

 
 
 During the Easter season, the first lesson comes from the book of Acts. Acts serves as a bridge for the 

writings of the New Testament. It tells of the birth and infancy of the Christian church – the 30 years 

between the events occurring in the Gospels and the writing of the epistles. In Acts, we see the apostles 

with markedly different character than that displayed in the Gospels. These are no longer the same timid 

disciples who often showed a lack of understanding of Jesus’ teachings and who cowered behind locked 

doors out of fear of the Jewish leaders. Even in the face of persecution, the apostles boldly proclaimed 

the good news of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. Through the events and preaching chronicled 

in Acts, the apostles clearly display the power and joy that the risen Christ creates and sustains in the 

lives of his followers. 
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Psalm of the Day  Psalm 16 

Jesus’ resurrection gives us proof that we also will not be abandoned to the grave. 

 

  

 Keep me safe, O God, 

  for in you I take refuge. 

 

 I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

  apart from you I have no good thing. 

 

 I have set the LORD always before me. 

  Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Refrain 

 

 My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 

  my body also will rest secure, 

 

 because you will not abandon me to the grave, 

  nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

  

 You have made known to me the path of life; 

  you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  
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Second Lesson 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Though we may suffer for a time, the resurrection is proof of the living hope we have. 

 

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 

that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s 

power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly 

rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 

come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may 

be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you 

have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation 

of your souls. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M: Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Blessed are those who have 

 not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 20:19-31 

Jesus gave the disciples proof that he was alive and the assurance of peace with God. 

 

 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 

locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that 

he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 

forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails 

were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” 

 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.” 

 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
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 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” 

 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 

this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day O Sons and Daughters of the King 

 Christian Worship 165 
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Sermon John 20:19-31 

 

Jesus Shows Up 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation,  

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Almighty God, you sent your Son to be the only way to heaven by his death and resurrection.  

 

C: Grant your blessing upon your people as we rejoice in the forgiveness of sins offered and 

sealed through Christ. 

 

M: Your Son honored you and became obedient even to death on the cross. We pray for the youth 

among us, that they might follow your Son’s example of willing obedience. 

 

C: Provide them good and godly homes where they might be trained in your ways. Give 

them thankful hearts that honor their fathers and mothers as your servants. 

 

M: You make your Son known to us through your holy Word. We pray for pastors and teachers 

who preach and teach this Word to us and others.  

 

C: Bless these called servants as they care for your Church. Give them every good gift that 

they may serve you to the fullest.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: You called the apostles to spread the news of your Son’s resurrection to those around them. 

We pray that you would also equip us to share the good news of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

C: Give us the words to speak and the courage to proclaim your truth. Remind us that your 

Word will not return to you empty but will accomplish what you desire. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: You received your Son into your presence and gave him a place of honor at your right hand. 

Fill us with a longing to worship him with all the saints and angels in heaven. 

 

C: Strengthen us in our earthly walk until that glorious day when we too will join in that 

everlasting song of praise. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn The Day of Resurrection 

  Christian Worship 166 
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Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 

 Christian Worship Supplement 756 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musician Mandy Treder, organ 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Keith Hackbarth, as he deliberates the two divine calls he now holds. 

 

 
Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia” Text and tune public domain. 

 “This is the Feast” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune and setting © 1975, 1988 Augsburg  

 Publishing House. 

“Psalm 16” Tune Richard Proulx © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“O Sons and Daughters of the King” Text and tune public domain. 

“The Day of Resurrection” Text and tune public domain. 

“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” Text public domain. Tune © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Jesus, the Compassion of God (Gloria) © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc  
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Parents’ Preview for April 26 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Glory to God” 
 

After receiving forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds by praising the goodness of 

God and his eternal Word in the Gloria. This refrain is based on the song of the angels on the night of 

Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:14. 
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Readings for the Week of Easter 2 

  

M 2 Timothy 1:6-10 Ezekiel 36:22-27 

T 2 Timothy 2:1-5 Colossians 2:9-15 

W 1 Peter 1:22-25 John 5:1-14 

R 1 Timothy 1:12-17 2 Kings 5:1-19a 

F 1 Peter 1:3-9 Romans 6:3-11 

S John 2:1-10 1 John 2:12-17 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


